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I rode up to General Gordon and asked where I should form

line of battle. He replied, "Anywhere you choose." Struck

by the strangeness of the reply, I asked an explanation, where-

upon he informed me that we would be surrendered."

In corroboration of General Grimes is the statement writ-

ten in 1879 by Brigadier-General William R. Cox and pub-

lished in Volume II of Moore's History of North Carolina

and rewritten without any material change in 1901 'and pub-

lished in Vol. IV of Clark's Regimental Sketches. General

Cox's statement is as follows

:

"The army now reduced to two cor^^s under Generals Long-

street and Gordon, moved over wretched roads steadily to-

wards Appomattox Court House, our purpose being to reach

Danville. By great effort the head of the column reached

Appomattox Court House on the evening of the 8th and the

troops were halted for rest. During the night there were

indications of a large force moving on our left and front.

Besides his own division General Grimes was put in command
of the remnants of Bushrod Johnson's Division and Wise's

Brigade. Just before daylight Gordon moved his command
through the village and was supported by Fitz Lee's cavalry

on his right. At 5 o'clock a. m. I received an order that on

the firing of a cannon the division would move forward. ****** The division had not proceeded

far before Cook's and Cox's Brigades were exposed to a mur-

derous artillery fire, but, instead of halting and recoiling,

they promptly charged and captured it. The engagement

now became general along our front, and our cavalry, though

worn down by incessant duties on the retreat, gallantly and

bravely supported us on the right. The struggle, however,

was unequal. The pistol and carbine were ineffective against

the Enfield range and destructive "buck and ball", and but

few infantry were supporting them. Retiring slowly at first

their retreat soon became a rout as they hastened to their in-

fantry supports in the woods, while riderless horses galloped

over the fields where lay their wounded and dying. An in-

fantry captain was captured and brought before me, and 'he

gave me the first information that General Ord with ten thou-

sand infantry was in our front. Upon taking a commanding
position I ordered a halt, when many columns of infantry


